
                                         Amended Nov. 24, 2015 

                                                  
Monomoy Regional School Committee 

Meeting Minutes:   
October 28, 2015 

Monomoy Regional High School Library 
 

Members Present: Steve Davol, Chairperson; Brian Widegren; Terry Russell; Nancy Scott; Sharon 
Stout; Amy Middleton; and Karen Ryder. Members Absents: Ed Jaworski.  Administrators 
present:  Scott Carpenter, Superintendent; Katie Isernio; Dr. Carla Blanchard; Sam Hein; Deb 
Morgan.  
 
A. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 7:05p.m.  
 
B.  Approval of Minutes of October 14, 2015.  Motion made by Nancy Scott to accept the 
minutes of October 14, 2015; seconded by Terry Russell.  Motion – Unanimous   
 
C. Public Comment – Rich Houston announced the Chatham and Harwich Veteran’s Day 
ceremonies inviting all to attend.  Students that attend and do an extra credit assignment are  
given extra credit in their history classes. 
 
D.  Recognitions – The Superintendent recognized the Monomoy Regional High School staff and 
students who put together a fun filled evening with the Harlem Wizards.  It was a pleasure to see 
so many elementary school families at the event.  Students gave tours of the high school to families 
that had never been to the school before.     
 
E.  Reports and Discussions 
 1. MRHS field Trip to China April 2017 – Mr. Carpenter introduced the field trip packet to 
China taking high school students during April 13 – 21, 2017 vacation to Bejing, Xian and 
Shanghai, China through .  The price is approximately $3200 for students.  Ms Gao wanted 
students and families to have the opportunity to prepare for the trip and she expects the students 
to fundraise for the trip.   
 

2.  Technology Update – Deb Morgan.  Deb Morgan, Director of Technology, updated the 
school committee on the progress of all the summer projects, reviewed projects completed from 
the 1st year of the Capital Plan, responsibilities of the department, data review, procurement of 
computers for Chatham Elementary and Monomoy Middle School and review of Aspen as well as 
the website and security.  Mr. Carpenter reminded the committee of the capital exclusion from the 
past budget cycle from the Town of Harwich we will need to include additional technology monies 
for the middle school teachers and upgrading the Harwich Elementary School. 
 

Student Report – Laine Kotoski discussed the happenings at the high school field trip that 
the marine science class took to the Albatros fishing vessel.  The Young Women’s Club (22) 
participated in a breast cancer walk in Hyannis.  Lauren Walsh, a member of The Young Women’s 
club is a finalist in the Massachusetts Poetry Contest.  Nine students were inducted in the National 
Honor Society.  The STAND trip will travel to Washington DC on Friday to rally with their state 
senators and representative.   

 



MRHS field Trip to China – Ms. Gao apologized for arriving late to the meeting and added 
details to the 9 day trip to China and her expectations that students participating in the trip will be 
fundraising and not expecting their parents to pay for the whole trip.  This is a trip that she would 
like to see happen every other year.   
 

3.  PreSchool Bus – Mr. Carpenter responded to the school committee Chair’s request that 
he investigate the school districts obligation for transporting our preschool population; per our 
legal counsel we are required to provide transportation for our special education students 
transportation to and from school.  A number of Harwich parents were in attendance to request 
transportation for all preschool students attending the Harwich Elementary School.  Because of 
the number of preschool students in Harwich we are unable to provide transportation to all peer 
model students because of the ridership times comparable to the Chatham times.  After much 
discussion it was agreed that Katie Isernio would ask Cape Destinations to review the routes to 
see if we would be able to provide transportation for our model students, looking at a 
neighborhood stop as well as home pickups. 

 
4.  Dollars for Scholars  – Pat Long from Monomoy Dollars  for Scholars explained the 

scholarship program and the fundraising program that they would like to continue.  Tradition has 
been that students travel door to door soliciting donations from the community.  The committee 
had requested that the Dollars for Scholars committee present a plan that a parent would 
accompany the students on their fund raising endeavor.  Ms Long will provide the committee with 
the updated guidelines for student door to door fundraising.   
 
F.  Subcommittee Reports – The committee reviewed the 2nd reading of the student activity 
policy and plan on voting at the next meeting.  A reminder to the committee to bring their goals to 
the goals workshop.  Terry Russell reminded the committee that the Superintendent evaluation 
subcommittee will be meeting to review the last years goals, please provide your updates.   
 
G. Superintendent’s Report – The Superintendent met with the Chatham Elementary PTO 
regarding the strategic plan.  The Chatham Rotary has also invited him to meet with them.  To date 
the superintendent has received 139 surveys online surveys back.  Alan Pollack from the 
“Chronicle” will help to deseminate the strategic plan survey to more community members as well 
as parents and students.  Mr. Carpenter will be available to meet with staff one more time to get 
their input for the strategic plan.  Mr. Carpenter updated the committee on the high school 
building project that the lights now shut off in the Art room and the TV studio is almost ready.  Mr. 
Carpenter has received a “pencil sketch” of the concession stand and is hoping  to have an 
architect develop the plan to provide  a better lumber price as well as the ability to have the Town 
sign-off for the community build.  Mr. Carpenter will be sending out a system-wide email to ask 
our families for their expertise and interest in the web master position; we did not receive a lot of 
response from the Cape Cod Times advertisement.   
 
H. Action Items  
 

1. Plymouth County OPEB Trust -Motion made by Brian Widegrin and seconded by 
Terry Russell, amended by Terry Russell and seconded by Sharon Stout to include 
the superintendent  as designee instead of the treasurer as follows: 

WHEREAS   the Monomoy Regional School District (the “District”) has accepted the provisions of 
M.G.L. c32B section 20: and 
WHEREAS   Plymouth County sponsors the Plymouth County OPEB Trust Program (PCOTP); and 



WHEREAS  the District is eligible to participate in PCOT, a program designed to fund post-
employment benefits for its employees as specified in the District’s policies and/or applicable collective 
bargaining agreements; and  
WHEREAS  it is determined to be in the best interest of the District to adopt the Public Agencies Post-
Retirement Health Care Plan Trust, a tax-exempt trust performing an essential governmental function 
within the meaning of Section 115 of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended, and the relevant statutory 
provisions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and 
WHEREAS   the District’s adoption and operation of the program has no effect on any current or former 
employee’s entitlement to post-employment benefits; and 
WHEREAS   the terms and conditions of post-employment benefit entitlement, if any, are governed by 
contracts separate from and independent of the program; and 
WHEREAS   the District’s funding of the program does not, and is not intended to, create any new 
vested right to any benefit nor strengthen any existing vested right; and 
WHEREAS   the District reserves the right to make contributions, if any, to the program. 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1- The School Committee (“Committee”) hereby approves participating in the Plymouth County 
OPEB Trust Program (PCOT); and 

2- The Committee hereby adopts the Public Agencies Post-Retirement Health Care Plan Trust, 
including the Public Agencies Post-Retirement Health Care Plan, effective October 28, 2015 (the 
“Trust”); and 

3- The Committee hereby appoints the Superintendent of Schools or his/her successor or his/her 
designee the District Treasurer as the District’s Plan Administrator for the Trust.  The Plan 
Administrator shall act on behalf of the District in all matters relating to the District’s 
participation in the Trust, including, but not limited to, authorizing the investment of assets in 
PCOT’s investment pool, providing directions to the Trustee and/or the Trust Administrator, and 
authorizing contributions and disbursements from the District’s trust assets; and 

4- The Committee hereby appoints the PCOT Investment Committee for the oversight of 
investments; and  

5- The District’s Plan Administrator is hereby authorized to execute the legal and administrative 
documents on behalf of the District and to take whatever additional actions are necessary to 
maintain the District’s participation in the Trust and to maintain compliance of any relevant 
regulations issued or as may be issued. 

Amendment Vote:  6 Yay, 0 Nay; 1 Abstention, Vote on the main motion:  6 Yay, 0 Nay; 1 Abstention 
 

I.  ADJOURNMENT - Motion made by Sharon Stout and seconded by Nancy Scott to adjourn to 
Executive Session pursuant to MGL 30A, Section 21 to discuss strategy with respect to collective 
bargaining units and non-union contracts at 9:18 p.m. Voting Aye on a Roll Call Vote:  
Unanimous.    
      
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Antigone London 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

Documents Used at Meeting and Available For Review 
MRHS Field Trip to China April 2017 

Revised Student Activity Policy 
 


