
`Monomoy Regional School Committee 
Monomoy Regional High School Library 

Meeting Minutes Wednesday May 25, 2016 
 

Members Present: Brian Widegren, Chairman; Terry Russell; Nancy Scott; Sharon Stout; Steve Davol; 
Karen Ryder; Amy Middleton and Donna Richardson.  Administrators present:  Scott Carpenter, 
Superintendent; Katie Isernio; Carla Blanchard; Sam Hein, Bill Burkhead; Brendan Case; Mark Wilson; 
and Robin Millen.  
 
A. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm.  

 
B. Approval of Minutes - MOTION: Steve Davol moved to approve the minutes of May 18, 2016; 

seconded by Nancy Scott. VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  
 
Chairman Brian Widegren requested that the public and administrators addressing the committee 
speak into the microphone at the podium and to give their name before addressing the committee.  He 
also advised committee members that for purposes of expediency in discussing agenda items, members 
will be held to speaking twice on an issue, for a maximum of ten minutes. In all cases members must 
seek recognition from the Chair before speaking.  
 
C.   Spotlight on Chatham Elementary School – Grade four students Hunter Alten and Christian 
Whittle provided an update on events at Chatham Elementary. The talent show will be held June 20 and 
the end of the year concert will be held June 21.  Grade four students will have a step up day with 
Harwich Elementary grade four students. The school is collecting aluminum can pop tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald house. Chatham Police School Resource Officer Sgt. Massey held a bike safety program.  

 
D. Public Comment – High school teacher Rich Houston asked for when it is appropriate for the public 
to comment during the meeting. The public comment portion of the agenda is the appropriate place.  If 
the public wants to provide facts or other non-opinion information, approval will be given by the Chair.  
 
E. Student Representative – Laine Kotoski updated the committee with events at the high school. 
Grades 9-12 student leaders are participating in a leadership workshop this evening. The senior harbor 
cruise will be held Memorial Day. Senior beach day, sponsored by the Harwich Police and Fire 
Department is May 20 and graduation is June 5. Other events taking place before the end of the year are 
a spring concert, senior arts night, Convocation Night, and a blood drive. The AP government class held 
a Senatorial Debate on May 24. Several of the spring sports teams have progressed to tournament play.  
 
F. Recognitions – The Superintendent recognized Diana Toscano-Gross and the middle school drama 
students for the wonderful production of The Lion King. The Chatham Conservation Foundation sent a 
thank you letter to the district regarding the construction of the new vernal pool. Five students were 
inducted into the National Chinese Honor Society. The Superintendent shared a letter from a parent 
recognizing National Honor Society advisors Mary Hemeon and Kari Flint, for organizing a wonderful 
induction ceremony.  Thirty-eight new members were inducted into the NHS on May 18. The girls’ 
softball team was recognized by umpire Charles Crawford for their extraordinary display of 
sportsmanship at a recent varsity softball game.  
 
G. Reports and Discussions 
 1. MRHS 2018 London Trip – English teacher Rachel Barnes presented her proposal for 
another trip to London for students in grade eight and nine in April 2018. She showed pictures from 
this year’s trip, which was a success.  Students attended theater performances, participated in 



workshops, visited Stratford and the Globe Theater in connection with the high school’s English 
curriculum. In order to take advantage of trip discounts, the committee gave their approval for the trip.  
 
 2. FY16 Monthly Financial Report – Business Manager Katie Isernio reviewed the monthly 
financial report through May 3, 2016.  It is estimated that $250,000 will be remaining at the end of the 
fiscal year.  
 
 3. School Start Times 2016-2017 – The Superintendent provided the committee with the 
most recent communications from parents, staff and students regarding the proposed change in start 
times. He also presented his proposal on the revised school start times and his recommendation that 
implementation be delayed until the 2017-2018 school year. This will provide ample time to review 
bus runs and cost, work with afterschool care providers to expand options for families and make 
appropriate adjustments to the FY18 budget to accommodate any needed bus transportation costs. The 
Committee members provided their thoughts and comments on the revised proposal. Some members 
agreeing to delaying implementation until 2017-2018, and some were in favor of making a change for 
2016-2017.  Members also discussed the benefits of improved academic performance for both 
elementary students and middle/high school students that results from a shift in start times. Terry 
Russell then made a motion to close debate on the subject. 
 
 MOTION: Terry Russell moved to close debate on the proposed school start times and to vote 
on his original motion; seconded by Steve Davol. VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  

 MOTION: Terry Russell moved that beginning in the school year that begins in September of 
2017 and ends in June of 2018, the current school starting and ending times for the elementary schools, 
the middle school and the high school be reversed so that the result is that the Harwich and Chatham 
Elementary Schools begin at approximately 7:45 AM and end at approximately 2:15 PM, and that the 
Monomoy Regional Middle School and the Monomoy Regional High School begin at approximately at 
8:30 AM and end at approximately 3:00 PM, and that the precise times be determined prior to the 
beginning of said school year, based on such appropriate arrangements as can be made with the 
company that operates the Monomoy Regional school buses, and further based on due consideration by 
the school committee of the effect of the start and end time changes on the school budget for fiscal year 
2018;  and I further move that the Superintendent, or his designee, make all reasonable attempts to 
contact local afterschool child care providers and to seek their cooperation and assistance in modifying 
their child care programs, including their scheduling and service fees,  in such a way as to assist the 
school administration in helping the parents of our students in adjusting to the costs and other effects 
of the change in the school start and ending times, including flexibility to have after school care one-day 
a week or once bi-weekly (as with Early Release Wednesdays) and flexibility for partial afternoon care 
(such as 2:15-4:00 PM). Seconded by Steve Davol.  

 VOTE: Aye-4. Nay-2.  MOTION CARRIED 4:2. 

 4. Strategic Plan Column 3 – The Superintendent updated the committee on the progress the 
district is making with regard to improving differentiated learning for all individuals; providing teacher 
training for the balanced literacy program; and to establish a PLC steering committee that will continue 
to provide support and focus for professional development, utilizing technology and maximizing PLC 
meetings to achieve desired outcomes. The committee recommended the Superintendent and 
administrators provide parents with updates on the teachers’ PLC meetings.  
 



 5. MA-CHPS Required Green Cleaning Policy – The architect for the high school project, 
Mount Vernon Group (MVG), recently advised Business Manager Katie Isernio, that the MA-CHPS 
reviewers rejected the district’s green cleaning policy previously developed.  It is insufficient for their 
purposes. In order for their review to be finalized and for the district to be eligible for the maximum 
energy reimbursement (approximately $500,000), it is necessary the district adopt a new green 
cleaning policy, similar to the Fall River School District’s policy. Ms. Isernio provided the committee 
with the emails from Arnel Catalan, of MVG, the proposed policy language and the project application.  
 
 MOTION: Steve Davol moved to approve recommended policy ECDB with a correction of a 
typographical error, seconded by Sharon Stout. VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  
 
H. Subcommittee Reports – None.  The Chair will review the members’ requests for subcommittee 
assignments and report back to the committee.   
 
I.  Superintendent’s Report – The Superintendent advised that the last day of school will be June 22, 
2016, a half day of school. The concession stand kick-off fundraiser collected $6,143 from auction items 
and donations.  An organizational meeting to form an All-Sports Booster Club will be held June 7 at 6:30 
in the high school auditorium. This new group will help to develop support for all sports clubs.  All 
parents of elementary, middle and high school students are invited to attend. A program “Envisioning 
Preschool for Every Child” will be held June 14, 2016, at Cape Cod Technical High School in Harwich.  
The Cape Cod Collaborative, the Dennis-Yarmouth and Monomoy Regional School Districts have 
received a planning grant to develop a plan to expand families’ access to preschool.  The planning 
committee needs the ideas and thoughts of the community for creating greater availability for 
preschool opportunities for children. Representatives from MSBA will tour the high school next week to 
evaluate whether it will become one of their new model schools.  
  
J.  Action Items 
 1. MRHS 2016 Summer School Program  
 MOTION: Steve Davol moved to approve the MRHS 2016 summer school program as presented 
by guidance counselor, Jonathan Bennett.  VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  
 
 2. 2018 MRHS Trip to London, England   
 MOTION: Nancy Scott moved to approve the 2018 MRHS trip to London; seconded by Sharon 
Stout.  VOTE:  UNANIMOUS.   
 
 3. MRMS Improvement Plan  
 MOTION: Terry Russell moved to approve the Monomoy Regional Middle School Improvement 
plan; seconded by Nancy Scott.  VOTE:  UNANIMOUS.  
 
 4. Declaration of Surplus Equipment 
 MOTION:  Nancy Scott moved to declare the following items surplus: three Savin copiers from 
the Central Office, Chatham Elementary and Harwich Elementary School; and 12 TVs; six DVD/VHS 
players from the middle school; seconded by Steve Davol.  VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  
 
 4. CapeNet Contract – In order to comply with State and Federal procurement laws, it was 
necessary to re-bid the internet service contract. CapeNet was the only provider that met all the 
requirements of the bid.   
 MOTION: Steve Davol moved that the school committee award the internet contract as 
presented to CapeNet for a three-year period for 500 Mbps of fully symmetrical internet access to the 
school district; seconded by Terry Russell. VOTE:  UNANIMOUS.  



 
 5. Election of Vice Chair  
 MOTION: Brian Widegren moved to table the election of the vice chair; seconded by Terry 
Russell.  VOTE: Aye:7. Abstain 1.  MOTION CARRIED.  
K. Adjournment –MOTION: Steve Davol moved to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.; seconded by Terry Russell. 
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS.      

     Respectfully submitted, 
 

Barbara Susko  
Recording Secretary 

Documents Used at Meeting and Available For Review 
Policy ECDB Green Cleaning Practices 

Strategic Plan Update 
FY16 Monthly Financial Report 

School Start Time Feedback  


