
Monomoy Regional School Committee 
Monomoy Regional High School Library 

Meeting Minutes April 27, 2016 
6:00 pm 

 
Members Present: Steve Davol, Chairperson; Brian Widegren; Terry Russell; Nancy Scott; Sharon 
Stout; Karen Ryder; Amy Middleton and Ed Jaworski.  Administrators present:  Scott Carpenter, 
Superintendent; Carla Blanchard; Katie Isernio; Sam Hein, Bill Burkhead; Brendan Case; Mark 
Wilson; and Robin Millen.  
 
PUBLIC FORUM – SCHOOL START TIMES 
 
The public forum to discuss school start times was called to order at 6:05 pm. The Superintendent 
reviewed the information previously sent to staff, students and parents regarding the proposal, and 
the research showing improved academic results with a later start time. High school/middle school 
students benefit from later start times; and elementary school students benefit from earlier start 
times. Several parents, students and staff spoke regarding their position on the issue. Those who 
were opposed to the change cited difficulties with after-school activities and athletics, student 
employment opportunities, and daycare issues. Those who were in favor of the change cited the 
research which shows improved academic achievement for the students.  The Superintendent 
shared emails received from the community with the committee, which was approximately half in 
favor, and half opposed to the change. He emphasized that Monomoy is a school district that puts 
academics first. Nauset’s earlier start time has met with success, including the scheduling of after-
school athletics.  Chairman Steve Davol thanked the public for their comments. The committee will 
continue to review the matter and accept comments from the public.  The public forum was closed 
at 7:00 pm.  
 
The committee recessed to the band room to hear a brief concert from the Jazz Band. 
 
A. Call to Order – The regular business meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 
B. Approval of Minutes   

Motion: Nancy Scott moved to approve the minutes of April 13, 2016, seconded by Terry 
Russell. Vote: 7 Aye, 1 Abstain.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
C. Spotlight – What’s Happening at Harwich Elementary – HES students Abigail Considine, Eddie 
Crownshaw, and Camden Jolibois updated the committee on events at their school. The Read Across 
America week celebrating Dr. Seuss’ birthday was successful. Many volunteer readers from the 
community participated. Students continue collecting food items for the food pantry. Kindergarten 
screening will take place at the end of May. Students are taking practice PARCC tests.  
 
Taken Out of Order – 
1. MRHS School Exchange Trip to Spain April 2017 – Foreign Language teacher Liz Hoff and 
Speech Pathologist Leslie Chizek presented their proposed foreign student exchange plan to the 
committee for approval. Ms. Hoff’s Spanish classes have been skyping with students at the Colegio 
Miralba school in Vigo, Spain for several years. Ms. Hoff is proposing to have the Spanish students 
visit Monomoy and stay with host families for two weeks in September.  In April 2017, Monomoy 
students will travel to Vigo, Spain and stay with host families for two weeks.  
 



D. Public Comment – Several student-athletes and parents spoke in support of retaining Adam 
Rose as the varsity basketball coach.  
School Committee member Ed Jaworski announced that he will retire from his many years of 
service on the Harwich School Committee and Monomoy Regional School Committee and would not 
be seeking reelection this year. The Chair thanked Mr. Jaworski for his commitment to the students 
in Harwich and Chatham.  
 
E. Student Representative Report – Laine Kotoski reported on events at the high school, including 
the spring pep rally, spirit week and the upcoming senior harbor cruise in Boston. At this time, the 
girls’ golf team, softball team and baseball team are undefeated. AP exams will scheduled later in 
May. Social studies teacher, Mr. Houston, successfully ran his 30th Boston Marathon.  

 
Recognitions – The Superintendent reported that The Art of Charity has donated an additional 
$1,800 to the middle school drama program for new lighting and sound systems for the upcoming 
production of The Lion King.  

 
F. Reports and Discussions 

On May 11, Dr. Kevin Hill, a noted expert on substance abuse, will speak at the MRHS 
from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. In order to avoid a conflict, the committee will move their school 
committee meeting from Wednesday, May 11 to Wednesday, May 18.  

MOTION: Sharon Stout moved to change the May 11, 2016 meeting to May 18, 2016; 
seconded by Nancy Scott.  VOTE: UNANIMOUS.  

 
2. 2016-2017 School Start Times – the committee discussed the proposed school start times 

and concerns of parents and staff. They appreciated the feedback from the community.  
 
3. Strategic Plan Update – the Superintendent updated the committee on the administrators’ 

progress with regard to the strategic plan. The elementary and middle schools have been receiving 
training in Close Reading and Writing with Nancy Boyles, a consultant for Close Reading. The task 
force studying and evaluating math programs selected Math In Focus as the new K-7 math program 
for 2016-2017. Supplies and texts for both programs will be ordered. A middle school service 
learning council is being formed to build a school-community learning project.  

 
4. Concession Stand Fundraising – The Superintendent provided the committee with the 

architect’s rendering and plans of the concession building, and the outline of the fundraising plan. 
The Superintendent asked the committee to approve the fundraising plan, including the auctioning 
of items previously declared surplus, i.e. the Rough Rider weathervane and the eagle weathervane 
from the old Harwich High School; and the old Chatham High/Middle School and Harwich 
Elementary School signs. The concession stand will be completed, with the assistance of community 
members, by the beginning of the fall sports season.  

 
MOTION: Sharon Stout moved to approve the fundraising plan, including the auction of the 

surplus items, for the MRHS concession stand building; seconded by Nancy Scott.  VOTE:  
UNANIMOUS.  

 
G. Subcommittee Reports – The Superintendent Evaluation Subcommittee had their initial 
meeting with the Superintendent to begin the process.   
 
H. Superintendent’s Report – The Superintendent reported that the high school project is close to 
being completed.  The Cranberry Valley golf course maintenance personnel are providing the 



maintenance for the new athletic fields in the front of the building. In the fall there will be three 
additional grass fields for athletic use, accommodating practices or games.  It is expected that the 
June 2017 graduation ceremony will be held on the new fields in front of the building. The building 
committee is working with the general contractor and subcontractor to install required equipment 
needed for the HVAC rooftop units to prevent future catastrophic failures.  Annual town meetings 
for Chatham and Harwich will be held May 9 and May 2, respectively. The Superintendent provided 
the committee with open letters to Chatham and Harwich citizens, outlining the state of the school 
district for 2016 and the FY2017 budget.  
 
I. Action Items 

1. Declaration of surplus equipment  
MOTION: Nancy Scott moved to declare approximately 421 damaged, out of date library 
books dated from 1945 to 2000, as surplus; seconded by Amy Middleton. VOTE: 
UNANIMOUS.  
 
2. Chatham Elementary School Improvement Plan  
MOTION: Nancy Scott moved to approve the Chatham Elementary School 2016 
Improvement Plan; seconded by Brian Widegren. VOTE: UNANIMOUS. 
 

J. Adjournment –MOTION: Sharon Stout moved to adjourn at 9:52 pm to Executive Session 
pursuant to MGL 30A, Section 21 to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining units and 
non-union contracts and coming out for adjournment only; seconded by Nancy Scott. ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS.          

     Respectfully submitted, 
 

Barbara Susko  
Recording Secretary 

 
Documents Used at Meeting and Available For Review 

MRHS Proposed Student Exchange Program  
MRHS Concession Stand Fundraising Plans 

Surplus Equipment 


